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Catch Me If You Can! 
The Art of Identifying Nursing 

Imposters 
 



Identify strategies to assist in identifying nursing 
imposters. 



 



Famous Art Work 



http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=fraud+artwork&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=fraud+artwork&sc=0-5&sp=-1&sk=


Fake Art Work 
 

Han van Meegeren sold $60 million 
worth of fake Vermeers to everyone 

from Hermann Göring to the 
government of the Netherlands. 

 
 

 

Art dealer Tatiana Khan sold a fake 
Picasso she had commissioned for $2 

million 
 
 



 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Lie&Form=R5FD1


Fake Surgeon 



Fake Professions: Catch me if you can 



Fake Pop Artists 



Imposters exist in other vocations 



Imposters have been around 
Travel through time 

 
November 3, 1926 
First hearing regarding fraudulently obtained 

certificate of registration 
Sarah Edwards Zalud Burke 

 



Imposters have been around 
Travel through time 

 
April 9, 1942 minutes   
Maude Powell of Little Rock, Arkansas 

 



How Imposters Gain Access 
 
 

Fraudulently representing themselves to the State 
Board of Nursing or to employers.  

 
 

 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=fraud&hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1T4ADFA_enUS398US398&biw=1280&bih=571&tbm=isch&tbnid=g2LVKxZti2jKTM:&imgrefurl=http://www.sas.com/knowledge-exchange/risk/fraud-financial-crimes/fighting-organized-insurance-fraud/index.html&docid=69-jJND9Z6X-oM&imgurl=http://www.sas.com/knowledge-exchange/risk/files/2012/12/organized_insurance_fraud.jpg&w=290&h=320&ei=3nAlUYKtGoiLiAKqjYCQCQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,i:330&iact=rc&dur=2467&sig=108554005602067441901&page=4&tbnh=177&tbnw=161&start=44&ndsp=17&tx=72&ty=90




Searcy School Nurse Accused of 
Practicing Without a License 

http://katv.images.worldnow.com/images/19070731_BG1.jpg


South Carolina Imposter: Denise Lollis  

http://whns.images.worldnow.com/images/19789609_BG2.jpg


Texas photos imposters from BON 
 



Texas photos imposters from BON 



 









 



 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=danger+will+robinson&start=226&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4ADFA_enUS398US398&biw=1032&bih=435&tbm=isch&tbnid=ZtnN-zwaCyCdGM:&imgrefurl=http://cheezburger.com/4634177024&docid=XEwzDl0TI50QzM&imgurl=https://i.chzbgr.com/maxW500/4634177024/h73795BF9/&w=500&h=392&ei=r9VQUfzrHI3OigKzsYFA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:36,s:200,i:112&iact=rc&dur=952&page=16&tbnh=191&tbnw=228&ndsp=12&tx=117.48388671875&ty=109.22581481933594


Danger of Imposters 
• Violate integrity of  

profession. 
 
• Jeopardize patient welfare.  
 
• Lack of knowledge and or 

training. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Lack of competency. 
 
• Risk of doing harm. 
 
• Inability for patients to 

obtain insurance 
reimbursement. 

 
• Damage to profession.  
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Types of Nurse Imposters 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=imposter&FORM=HDRSC2


 Practice as a nurse  
but are not legally authorized 

 Unlicensed person who poses as a nurse;  
 
 Claims to be nurse, completed some licensure 

requirements but is not eligible for licensure; 
 

 
 



Fraudulently obtain licensure  
based on false credentials 

 A person who presents fraudulent credentials that are 
not identified as fraudulent; 

 
 A person who is licensed legally  
 in one capacity but 
  represents self as having  
  a different license. 



 
 
 
 
 

 Practice by assuming identify  
of a properly licensed nurse  

 
 A person who is practicing or attempting to practice by 
assuming the identity of a properly licensed nurse. 
 

Practicing without authority and presenting illegal 
credentials. 
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Imposter Background 
 May have attended nursing school but didn’t finish; 
 
 Nursing assistant seeking to earn a nurse’s higher 

income; 
 
 Nurse from other countries but are not eligible to 

practice because nursing education is not equivalent 
to that required in the United States. 



http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=nurse+error&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=nurse+error&sc=0-0&sp=-1&sk=


Rhonda Barrett 
 1988 issued LPN license by Tennessee 
 1991 Issued LPN license by Arizona 
 1992-1995 worked as RN in the US Civil Service 
 1995 issued LPN license by Arkansas 
 1995-1996 worked as an RN at local health dept 
 1996 -2005 worked as an RN in the ER – was charge 

nurse 
 
 
 
 



Winnie Obigbo 
 2009 passed NCLEX-PN (1st attempt) and NCLEX-RN 

(4th attempt) in Oregon 
 
 2009 International credential review 
 
 2009 issued LPN license in Arkansas 
 
 2009 issued RN license in Arkansas 
 
 2010 issued RN license in Texas 

 
 



http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=guam+map+animation&FORM=HDRSC2
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New Graduate Issues 
 

Employers may hire new  
graduates in anticipation of NCLEX passage.  

 
Failure to obtain Temporary Permit. 

 
Fail NCLEX but continue to practice. 

 



 
 

New Graduate 
Applied to take NCLEX exam.  
Did not request Temporary Permit. 
Hired as Registered Nurse at long term care facility. 
Did not provide employer licensure information.  
Employer did not verify credentials, licensure status or 

ability to practice.  
 

Worked full scope of practice for nine months  
 

 



New Graduate 
Applied to take NCLEX exam. 
Issued a Temporary Permit. 
Hired as Registered Nurse in cardiology clinic. 
Failed NCLEX RN in 2010.  
Did not provide employer licensure information.  
Employer did not verify credentials, licensure status or 

ability to practice.  
 

Worked full scope of practice for two years  
 

 
 



 
 

Many Boards of Nursing have taken action on 
individuals that deceptively represented themselves as 

a nurse to Board as well as to employers.  
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Why Do Imposters Do What They Do? 
 Nursing shortage is well publicized, so is salary. 
 
 Many have some type of healthcare background. 
 
 Increased access to technology.  

 



On the Flip Side 
 We are getting better at using technology and 

identifying imposters. 
 
 Board of Nursing websites as licensure verification. 
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